
Soldiers on Our Streets 

The Effects of a Civil War Military Camp 

on the Springfield Community 

Camp Butler was named in honor of Illinois State Treasurer William Butler. The Civil War soldiers housed 
and trained at the camp brought about social and economic changes in Springfield. 

During the chaotic years of the Civil War, 
horri f ied residents of such cities as 
Gettysburg, Vicksburg, and Atlanta wit­
nessed unparalleled killing, plundering, and 
burning on their streets. On the homefront 
streets of such cities as Springfield, 
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Illinois—hundreds of miles away and safely 
to the rear of those battlefields—reverbera­
tions echoed. Trains brimming with soldiers 
from Lincoln, Jacksonville, Bloomington, 
and farmtowns in between chugged 
through Springfield. Along crowd-lined 
roadways, pallbearers carried bullet-ridden 
corpses of husbands, sons, and brothers on 
a final journey to Oak Ridge Cemetery. 
Pol i t ic ians of both the Union and 
Democratic parties shouted forth their war 
and peace principles from the Statehouse 
steps, while thousands of citizens from 
farms and towns all over Illinois screamed 
and cheered midst ringing bells and boom­
ing cannon,1 

In addition to the wartime chaos, another 

ILLINOIS HISTORICAL JOURNAL 
Vol. 86 (Winter, 1993) 

245 


