
THE ILLINOIS HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION AGENCY 

Collecting, preserving, and interpreting the history of Illinois is the mission 
of the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, created in 1985 by an 
Executive Order and accompanying legislation. The agency is governed 
by a seven-member Board of Trustees appointed by the Governor. 

THE STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY, founded in 1889, is a major research institution dedicated to preserving materials relating to the history 

of Illinois. Current holdings include 164,000 printed volumes, 1,100 
periodicals, 9.2 million manuscripts, 65,000 reels of microfilm, 3,600 
broadsides, 3,000 maps, 251,000 photographs and other images, and 
one of the largest collections of Lincolniana. 

THE HISTORIC SITES DIVISION operates and administers fifty-three 
sites throughout the state. THe division maintains and preserves 108 
major historic buildings, 82 interceptive or support facilities, and nearly 
5,000 acres of land. Thirty-four capital improvement projects are currently 
underway, including the development of the Pullman Palace Car 
Factory and Hotel Florence in Chicago as major historic sites. 

THE PRESERVATION SERVICES DIVISION oversees state and federal 
historic preservation programs in Illinois. The division identifies, protects, 
and promotes historically important sites through seven program 

areas: grants, survey and registration, local government services, archaeology, 

resource protection, architectural services, and publications. THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND DEVELOPMENT DIVISIOPN coordinates 

Public Information, Special and Promot iona l Events, Research and 
Education, Marketing and Grants, and Publications for the Agency. 
THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, founded in 1899, was 
made a department of the HIstorical Library in 1903 and of the Historic 

Preservat ion Agency in 1985. The Society sponsors the Congress of 
Illinois Historical Societies and Museums, which offers educational services 
to the state's cultural organizations. 

THE LINCOLN LEGAL PAPERS PROJECT is a multi-year research 
effort to edit and publish all documents pel tabling to the legal career of 
Abraham Lincoln. The project is a cooperative effort with the Abraham 
Lincoln Association, the College of Law of the University of Illinois, and 
the Legal Studies Center of Sangamon Slate University. 

In compliance with the I l l inois H u m a n Rights Act, the I l l inois 
Constitution, the U.S. Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act, as a m e n d e d , and the U.S. Cons t i t u t i on , the I l l inois H is to r i c 
Preservation Agency does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
sex, national origin, age, or handicap in admission to, or t reatment or 
employment in, programs or activities. The Equal Employment 

Opportunity Officer, who is reponsible for compliance, may be reached 
at (217) 785-4674. 


