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The Last Best Hope of Earth: Abraham Lincoln and the Promise of America
By MARK E. NEELY, Jr. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, in association with the Huntington
Library and the 1llinois State Historical Library, 1993, Pp. viii, 214. $24.95.

This book was published in conjunction with an
exhibit at the Huntington Library in San
Marino, California, titled The Last Best Hope of
Earth, Abraham Lincoln and the Promise of America,
1993-1994. That extraordinary exhibit compris-
es more than two hundred rare items from the
Huntingron Library, the Illinois State Historical
Library, and the collection of Louise and Barry
Taper, including letters, documents written by
Lincoln, photographs, rare pamphlets, broad-
sides, memorabilia, and other artifacts. Mark E.
Neely, |r., has written an appropriate companion
to the display at the Huntington. *

Neely devotes two chapters to Lincoln’s life
before he became President and the remaining
five to the war years. Readers are advised not to
skip over the first two chapters. They demon-
strate the author’s knowledge and understanding
of his subject. Neely points out that few docu-
ments that deal with Lincoin’s early life remain,
and therefore, he wisely avoids speculation con-
cerning the young Lincoln and his family that
cannot be substantiated. In discussing the
Lincoln of the Springfield years, Neely has more
material to draw from, and he presents an attor-
ney whose first love outside his family was poli-
tics. The Lincoln that emerges from these first
two chapters, as well as the other five dealing
with the war years, is a competent political leader
who nevertheless made mistakes. Necly presents

a Lincoln with imperfections, but yet a Lincoln
who emerges as one of America’s premier states-
men and politicians.

In the later chapters, Neely continues his
impressive evaluation of the President as
Commander in Chief of the armed forces, a
pelitician of remarkable talent, and wartime
leader of the North. The chapter dealing with
emancipaticn is as fine a brief study of Lincoin’s
changing views on the subject as is available in
Civil War literature. Neely shows why it was the
conservative Lincoln and not a radical abolition-
ist who destroyed che insticution of slavery. The
final brief chapter dealing with the assassination
presents a John Wilkes Booth who could be con-
sidered a misguided southern patriot, not merely
a deranged actor performing his one last mad
act.

Those unable to view the exhibit at the
Huntington will find in Neely's volume a splen-
did demonstration of a President whose talent as
a politician enabled him to win a war and eman-
cipate a race, no mean achievement. Readers will
also enjoy the numerous illustrations that the
publishers have included in this handsome vol-
ume. It belongs on everybody's shelf of Lincoln
books.

JosEPH GEORGE, JR.
Villanova University

Chicago Architecture and Design, 1923-1993: Reconfiguration of an American Metropolis
Edited by JoHN Zukowsky. New York: Pestel, 1993, Pp. 479. $75.

During the summer of 1993, the Art Institute of
Chicago held the second of two exhibitions that
together examined the history of Chicago archi-
tecture from the Great Fire of 1871 to the pre-
sent. And as before, the museum has issued a
major catalog in conjunction with the show, edit-
ed once again by its curator of architecture, John
Zukowsky.
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The first catalog, issuied in 1987 with the subti-
tle Birth of a Metropelis, contained twenty essays by
nineteen authors that were generally related o
the exhibition but were also quite distinct from
it. The present catalog, we are happy to report, is
even less related to the exhibition it intends to
cover (a highly personal “multimedia event” con-
cocted by Stanley Tigerman). This collection of
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seventeen essays by sixteen authors, including
curators, scholars, and architects (only four of
whom appeared in the first volume), examines
the city's responses to a wide range of twentieth-
century concerns—irom the automobile
(Stephen Sennott) and the airplane (David
Brodherson) to the need for public housing
(Wim de Wit) and the organizational demands
of new suburban megacenters (Robert
Bruegmann}.

If the first work, simply by discussing the city’s
history, brought us the skyscraper, the Prairie
House, the World's Columbian Exposition, and
the Tribune Tower competition—a quartet of
landmark developments and events of interna-
tional significance—what do we find here?
Excepting the arrival of Mies van der Rohe
{which is considerably played down in this work,
with a single essay by Franz Schulze}, there
appears to be litde of recognized international
stature. Indeed, Zukowsky discusses the “burden
of history” placed on the generations after Louis
H. Sullivan and Frank Lloyd Wright. Rather,
Chicago’s architects of those seven decades
seemn to have become followers of trends set by
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others. Yet how productive and inventive many of
them were. For those interested in Chicago
architecture, the essays contain a treasure of
information on a pericd that has barely begun
to receive scholarly attention.

A query about Stanley Tigerman’s “Genealogy
of Chicago Architects,” which appears in minus-
cule type on facing pages (pages 312-13) and
enlarged on the succeeding eight pages (pages
314-21): What exactly is the point? It is not that
one quibbles with the placement of particular
architects, but rather that the whole obsessive
enterprise lacks a coherent argument that weuld
give it any real validity. And, ironically, this cote
of pigeonholes springs from the imagination of
one of the great chimeras of modern architec-
ture, who adamantly resists categorizing himself.

As with its companion volume, the design and
presentation here are absolutely first-rate, wich
the photographs generally of remarkably high
quality. Chicage Architecture and Design,
1923-1993 is a welcome addition to any library
of American architecture and culture.

PauL KruTy
University of Hlinois of Urbana-Champaign

Black Neighbors: Race and the Limits of Reform in the American Settlement House Movement,

1890-1945

By EL1SABETH LascH-QUINN, Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1993. Pp. xii, 225. Cloth,

$39.95. Paper, $14.95.

One of the pleasures of historical research, writ-
ing, and reading is the discovery of a fascinating
contradiction buried under layers of assumptions
or old truths. The settlement house movement is
usually characterized as a reflection of liberal,
reform-minded social activists who strove to
improve life for newcomers to America’s indus-
trializing cities during the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. This holds true if the
newcomers were white immigrants. Recent schol-
arship has documented the failure of the move-
ment to include in its activities black migrants to
the cities.

This simplistic view of settlement house histo-
riography seems consistent with many analyses
of early Progressive-Era race relations. But
beneath this conventional wisdom lurks a differ-
ent story of black self-sufficiency and interracial
cooperation. In Black Neighbors: Race and the
Limits of Reform in the American Settlement House

Maovement, 1890—1945, Elisabeth Lasch-Quinn I

looks beyond the familiar cities of the North and
Midwest and stretches the traditional time frame
of the Progressive Era. What Lasch-Quinn finds
is a network of social services, educational and
recreational programs, leadership development,
and community action in places neglected by the
official settlement house establishment.

The National Federation of Settlements {NFS)
represented the mainstream association for lead-
ers in the settlement house movement. The offi-
cial position of the NFS endorsed policies of
black inferiority and segregation. None of the
federation leaders expressed the need to accom-
modate blacks and their needs in settlement
house activity. Further, NFS leaders refused to
endorse the grass-rocts activities taking place
under the auspices of churches, women'’s clubs,
or YWCAs, even though they were the same activ-
tties sponsored by settlement houses for white
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