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The Civil War evokes images not only of 
great battles, leaders of almost mythical 
fame, and enthusiastic young men who 
flocked to the colors, but also of families 
who urged those young men to enlist and 
then nobly served the war effort at home. 
But those romantic visions quickly faded in 
the face of wartime hardships. 

Although broad studies examine various 
aspects of the Illinois homefront, an exami­
nation of recruitment at the local level 
reveals a more personal view.1 The experi­
ences of Du Page County during the Civil 
War were a microcosm of the difficulties 
experienced by all Illinois counties. The war 
forced the people of Du Page County to 
confront a host of difficult problems. The 
wild enthusiasm during the spring of 1861 
faded in the cold reality of a long and costly 
struggle. Knowing that they might be gone 

Stephen J. Buck received a B.A. in history from Cornell 
College and an M.A. (1986) and the Ph.D. (1992) from 
Northern Illinois University. His article, "To Hold the Prize: 
The County Seat War in Du Page County, 1867-1872, " 
appeared in this Journal in 1992. Buck is currently an 
adjunct instructor of history at the College of St. Francis and 
Joliet Junior College. 

for three years or possibly never return, 
men weighed their desire to fight for the 
Union against their duty to provide for fam­
ily. Women agonized over whether or not to 
encourage their husbands to enlist, and 
both struggled with the prospect of sending 
their sons to war. In turn, county govern­
ment weighed its aversion to paying men to 
enlist in a patriotic endeavor and shoulder­
ing welfare costs for the families of those 
men against the necessity of meet ing 
recruitment quotas. The solution, which 
always troubled county government, was the 
creation of a bounty and welfare system. 

Convinced that the South had committed 
treason, Du Page County greeted President 
Abraham Lincoln 's call to arms with 
tremendous enthusiasm. Private Robert 
Hale Strong remembered "the excitement 
when news first came that the South had 
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