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On March 7, 1918, Troy Willard found 
himself out of sympathy for the United 
States' participation in World War I. To 
those assembled at the business of B. R. 
Foster in Rushville, Willard reportedly con­
tended that men should not be allowed to 
go about talking as they were because they 
were only st i rr ing up t rouble. Willard 
believed that the United States had no busi­
ness in this war and that the atrocities com­
mitted by the Germans were no more than 
Americans would do under the same cir­
cumstances. As for eliminating the German 
language in Rushville schools, Willard, 
whose sister was a schoolteacher, said that 

he could see no reason for it. Two months 
later a jury of his peers found Willard guilty 
of violating the World War I Espionage and 
Sedition acts. He was fined $500 and costs.1 

Few histor ians have dissented from 
Zechariah Chafee, Jr.'s, conclusion that 
"[n]ever in the history of our country, since 
the Alien and Sedition Laws of 1798, has the 
meaning of free speech been the subject of 
such sharp controversy as during [World 
War I] ." In an atmosphere of high interna­
tional tensions and domestic stress exacer­
bated by a vast influx of aliens, World War I 
became one of the most nativist and xeno­
phobic periods of American history. Not 
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1United States v. Troy Willard, Criminal Case Number 
15,888, Record Group 21, Records of the U.S. District 
Court , Southern Distr ict of I l l inois, National 
Archives—Great Lakes Region, Chicago. This study 
examines all of the espionage and sedition prosecu­
tions docketed in Illinois federal courts between 1917 
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