Book Reviews

The Jewel of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln’s Re-election and the End of Slavery
By DaviD E. LonG. Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Stackpole Books, 1994. Pp. xxiii, 368. $24.95.

David E. Long provides a comprehensive ac-
count of the political intrigues and propaganda,
battlefield triumphs and debacles, and domestic
plots and disorders that shaped the electoral con-
test from which Abraham Lincoln emerged victo-
rious in his second quest for the Presidency. It
was, Long emphasizes, a near thing. In the sum-
mer of 1864, millions of Northerners yearned for
peace, hated conscription, and denounced
Lincoln’s insistence that the South accept eman-
cipation of its slaves. Lincoln expected to lose
the election, and he feared, with good reason,
that his Democratic successor would abandon at
least the goal of emancipation and perhaps even
the quest for reunion. Only the capture of
Atlanta by Union forces in early September
revived Northern hopes, reenergizéd the
Republicans, and propelled Lincoln to electoral
success. Drawing upon a vast range of sources,
Long tells this story well, convincing the reader
that the election of 1864 was the most conse-
quential race for the Presidency that the United
States has ever experienced.

The most contentious aspect of Long's
account is his insistence that Copperhead disloy-
alty seriously threatened the survival of the
Union. In contrast to Frank L. Klement and
other historians who have portrayed the
Copperheads as a toothless minority concerned
chiefly with detending their own civil liberties,
Long declares that treasonous activity was wide-
spread and that there was a real possibility that
insurrections fomented by Copperheads in coop-
eration with Confederate agents would result in
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the creation of a Northwestern Confederacy. In
Iinois the 1864 Democratic candidate for gover-
nor, James C. Robinson, who “was unabashedly
for peace at any price” (page 105), received cam-
paign funding from Confederate agents based in
Canada. Long probably exaggerates the likeli-
hood of successful insurrection. Lincoln never
took that threat seriousty, a fact that Long men-
tions but does not explain, and Long also admits
that concrete evidence on the matter is hard to
come by. Still, he is persuasive in arguing that
historians should recognize the malevolence of
the Copperheads: “Te meet with agents of the
nation’s enemy during time of war; to discuss
with those agents ways in which the government
can be defeated; to accept money trom those
agents to use in weakening the nation’s ability to
conclude that war successfully; to solicit citizens
to violate the law and to defy agents of the gov-
ernment, often by violence—these are acts of
treason” (page 152},

At a time when even highly respected universi-
Ty presses are cutting corners, it is commendable
that a commercial publisher has dressed out this
book with appended documents, ample end-
notes, and a full bibliography. Although marred
by occasional stylistic lapses and some rather
maudlin closing pages on the Lincoln assassina-
tion, The Jewel of Liberty is packed with fascinating
detail and rigorcus argument. This is one of
those rare books that provide equal satisfaction
to scholars and general readers.

Davip L. LIGHTNER
University of Alberta

By PaiLie HART. Evanston, IIl.: Northwestern University Press, 1994. Pp, xii, 330, $30.

Philip Hart’s Fritz Reiner is the first biography of
one of the twentieth century’s most important
conductors of opera and symphonic music. The
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author—whose long career in music administra-
tion has inchuded positions at the Julliard School
and with orchestras in Chicage, Pordand, and
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Seattle—was Reiner’s colleague at the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra and remained his friend
until Reiner's death. From thac unique perspec-
tive, Hart has written an authoritative study of a
“craftsman and consummate musician who set
his performances before his public without pedi-
um histrionics or the ministrations of sycophan-
tic publicists.” Among Reiner’s many contribu-
tions, Hart cites his involvement “in a historic
evolution of concert and opera in America, in
the development of characteristically American
music, and in the education of musicians” (page
ix).

Hart finds Reiner's musical career to be
notably American. When he came o the United
States from Europe in 1922, Reiner committed
himself to American musical life by “putting his
artistry to the service not only of the ‘master-
piece’ repertory of the past but also to the music
of his own time and of his adopted country”
{page ix). He revealed his talents as an orchestra
builder in three American cities—Cincinnati,
Pittsburgh, and Chicage—and through stints of
distinguished opera conducting in Philadelphia
and San Francisco and at the Metropolitan
Opera in New York. Hart maintains that the
recordings Reiner made at the helm of the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra represent his most
enduring legacy. Given the fact that the bulk of
Reiner’s repertory was reissued on compact disc
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more quickly than that of his contemporaries,
Hart concludes that the Chicago recordings are
regarded more highly now than they were in his
own lifetime.

Hart's biography of Reiner is a warts-and-ail
study. Though the author finds that Reiner was
sometimes a victim of circumstances that he
could not control, he also demonstrates that the
controversy that often surrcunded Reiner was
the result of his own irascibility and inflexibility.
Hart observes that Reiner’s “dour expression,
acid wongue, and fiery temper alienated those
whose support he needed and often obscured his
intrinstc artistic achievement” (pages ix—x).
Though Reiner’s prickly nature and intransi-
gence may have diminished his contemporary
recognition, ongoing reassessment of his
career—in which Hart’s biography will play an
important role—is illuminating Reiner’s signifi-
cant contribution to music for a later generation.

Hart has supplemented his extensive research
in the Fritz Reiner Library at Northwestern
University and other archives in the United
States and Europe with his experience and per-
sonal knowledge. The book includes comprehen-
sive lists of Reiner’s recordings and repertory
and an epilogue concerning the disposition of
Reiner’s estate.

L. MooDpy SiMMs, JRr.
Hlinois State University

By H. ROGER GRANT. lowa City: University of lowa Press, 1994. Pp. x, 208, $29.95.

This small volume reviews a fad that captured the
fancy of the American public a century age. The
enthusiasm for picture postcards, first developed
in Europe during the 1870s, spread to the
United States during the World’s Columbian
Exposition of 1893. The Post Office Department
at first demanded a two-cent stamp for the new
cards, twice that of its own postal cards, but it
lowered the rate to 2 penny in 1898. In 1907 the
Post Office finally permitted senders to write a
message on the reverse side of the card. Most of
the postcards were printed in bright colors, and
the best and most brilliant cards were imported
from Germany. The posicard craze began to

decline by the end of World War I, by which time
the modern greeting card had appeared.

It is not surprising that many of the new post-
cards were of railroad subjects. The wrn of the
century found American railroads enjoying their
golden age, with rail mileage peaking in 1916. In
that year, 98 percent of all commercial intercity
travel and three-quarters of the freight moved by
rail. The depot down at the end of Main Sueet
provided much of the warp and woof of society
for the generation before World War I. With its
telegraph office and its mail and express ser-
vices, the station was the main focal point of
communication with the outside world. Most
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railrcads advertised their services with compli-
mentary postcards.

H. Roger Grant begins his volume with a
detailed and documented essay on the picture
postcard fad and the role of American railways in
that phenomenon. The bulk of the book is an
album of 160 black-and-white view cards from
the vast collection of John Vander Mast, a collec-
tion now held by the University of Iowa Libraries
in lowa City. Described with brief capiions, the
cards are divided inta several groups: Trains and
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Rolling Stock, Depots and Railway Structures,
The Railroad Corridor, People and Railroads,
and The Lighter Side of Railroading. The quality
of the individual cards varies greatly, but in total
they generally reflect the view that the American
public held of its extensive railway system. Grane
has provided the reader with a small, but valu-
able, glimpse of American railroads on the eve of
World War L,
JoHH F, STOVER
Purdue University

Lion of the Forest: James B, Finley, Frontier Reformer
By CHARLES C . COLE, Jr. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1994, Pp. xv, 271. $32,95.

Although originating as an eighteenth-century
revival movement within the Church of England,
Methodism seemed tailor-made for the American
frontier. John Wesley's message of salvation and
holiness cut across the social distinctions of
British society, and his insistence that individual
faithfulness must be demonstrated socially made
the message a good foundation for social reform.
After the American Revolution, the Church of
England was effectively removed from the
United States, and British social hierarchies were
eliminated, to Tory Wesley's chagrin, but he
accepted the strange ways of Providence, The
Methodist movement thrived in the new country
for its evangelical message and constructive
social attitudes. When the Methodist Episcopal
church was organized in Baltimore in 1784, the
movement had already spread through the
Eastern Seaboard and soon advanced beyond the
Alleghenies.

The circuit-riding preacher is a famous image
from frontier Methodism. Peter Cartwright is the
best known, and 1 reviewed an interesting
account of an Illinois preacher, William Stoddart
Crissey, in this Journal a few years ago. James
Bradley Finley is appreciated by historians of
Methodism, but he is little known beyond the
specialty. Charles C. Cole's biography, written as
part of the Ohic River Valley series of the
University Press of Kentucky, may help redress
Finley’s relative obscurity.

Born in 1781, Finley moved to Kentucky at age
ten, and he was converted at the renowned 1801

Cane Ridge Revival. He began preaching and
circuit riding by the end of the decade, and he
was ordained by Francis Asbury in 1811.
Discouraged by the difficulties of circuit riding—
poverty, long and hazardous travel, and lengthy
separation from loved ones—he persevered,
gaining a reputation for his zeal and soul win-
ning, and he was appointed to several cireuits in
Ohio during the 1810s. Like Cartwright, Finley
was deft in physical confrontations with hecklers
and unbelievers. Reflective of both Methodism’s
missionary impetus and its social awareness,
Finley was appointed missionary to the Wyandot
Indians of Ohio, and he became an outspoken
critic of the exploitative Indian policy of the fed-
eral government.

Cole does a good job of highlighting Finley’s
career alongside the development of midwestern
Methodism and the overall growth and develop-
ment of the region. Finley was an important fig-
ure in the church during that era. Because of the
widespread abuse of alcohol in frontier society,
he became an outspoken opponent of aleohol
consumption. At the General Conference of
1844, Finley submitted a resolution asking
Methodist Bishop James Andrew of South
Carolina to desist owning slaves. Finley’s resolu-
tion on that touchy issue helped precipitate the
split of Northern and Southern Methodists into
two denominations (reanited in 1939}, which
was unintended on his part. Finley aroused con-
troversy again a few years later on the issues of
paid pews and the separation of men and women






