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This collection of letters was written from 1945
to 1971 by Jacques Maritain and Saul David
Alinsky. Anyone who is aware of the importance
of these two historical figures will find their cor-
respondence fascinating,

Maritain, an eminent philosopher, influenced
Catholic reform in Europe and the Americas.
Alinsky was a Jewish agnostic, a son of Chicago's
Maxwell Street ghetto, and a radical organizer of
the poor. His success with the Chicago Back of
the Yards Council brought him into national
prominence and attracted the attention of
Maritain. They were both interested in “the
democratic dream of people working out their
own destiny” {page xix}.

Maritain spent much of his life in the United
States and became a friend of the American peo-
ple. He wrote of “how deeply we love America
and have been intoxicated by her soul and her
hopes, that great human dream which is perme-
ated with the Gospel infinitely more than the
Americans themselves believe” (page 11). He
thought that Alinsky’s organization of lower-class
communities was “specifically American,” a “task
of social ptoneering, . . . Its aggressive
dynamism” and “its appeal to the sense of com-
munity life and its reliance on individual endeav-
or” is “deep-rooted in a specifically American tra-
dition, which carries on the work of the
Founders of Independence and the historic mis-
sion of this country” {page 20).

Not everyone agreed with Maritain’s praise. A
trustee of the University of Chicago thought one
of Alinsky’s books was the “filthiest piece of writ-
ing since Tom Paine!” (page 22). Some thought
that his close ties with the Roman Catholic
church made him an “enemy” of the university
(page 86). Marshall Field & Company feared
that his cold anger against poverty would disturb
its employees. Even American Communists dis-
liked Alinsky's work because it did not rest on a
Marxist base.

This is really Alinsky’s book. Of the seventy-
four letters published here, sixty-one were writ-
ten by him. He touches on his professional pro-
jects, the publication of his books, his organiza-
tion of the poor, his summer classes, his friends,
fund-raising, and his touching observaiions on
the death of his first wife. Notable was a trip to
Ttaly, referred to briefly, when Alinsky had “three
wonderful meetings” with Maritain’s close
friend, Giovanni Batista Montini, the future
Pope Paul V1.

This correspondence makes clear that the
man of action and the contemplative philoso-
pher had a loving admiration for each other.
Alinsky thought of Maritain as “the most price-
less person in our lives” {page xxxviit). As for the
Catholic philosopher, he recognized in Alinsky a
saintliness, “a gift of true charijty.”

DONALD J. ABRAMOSKE
Chicage

“No Sorrow like Our Sorrow”: Northern Protestant Ministers and the Assassination of Lincoln
By Davip B. CHESEBROUGH, Kent, Ohio: Kent State University Press, 1994, Pp. xxii, 200. $24.

When an assassin’s bullet felled Abraham
Lincoln, the people of the North quite under-
standably reacted with shock, grief, and anger.
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Often forgotten, however, is the fact that they
attended church in large numbers in order to
seek solace and meaning in the wagedy. David B,
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Chesebrough argues that “sermons reflect cur-
rent thought, emotions, . . . values, prejudices,
and beliefs” (page xi}. Therefore, they provide
valuable insights into the perceptions and moti-
vations of Northerners at the end of the Civil
War.

This study is based on 340 published sermons
delivered by Northern Protestant ministers dur-
ing the seven weeks following Lincoln’s death.
Approximately 16 percent of the sermons are
from the Midwest, 28 percent from New
England, and 4¢ percent from Pennsylvania and
New York. It is not surprising that the most pre-
dominant theme is grief. Ministers wrestled with
the ultimate meaning of that act of Providence,
and they suggested a variety of lessons to their
stricken congregations. Most preachers illustrat-
ed Lincoln’s character by emphasizing his devo-
tion to the Union, the Emancipation
Proclamation, his honesty and humor, and his
bond with the common man. They often com-
pared him te Maoses. Many pastors regretted that
Lincoln never formally joined a church, but they

stressed (or hoped) that he was on the verge of

conversion.

More often than not, ministers blamed the
Confederacy, the South, and slavery for Lincoln’s
murder. Vengeance, not mercy, towards Jefferson
Davis, Robert E. Lee, and other Southern leaders
was most appropriate. To take revenge on the
South, according to a Massachusetts
Congregationalist, is “to be the instrument in
God's hand of cleansing the land of its pollu-
tion” {page 63}.

For the most part, Chesebrough altows the evi-
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dence to speak for itself. He cites long passages
from many sermons, and the Appendix contains
two complete sermons—one is extremely harsh
towards the South, and the other, the sermon at
Lincoln’s burial, is more moderate and typical.
So many excerpts from the sermons give this vol-
ume a disjeinted and somewhat undigested quali-
tv. Civil War buffs, however, will be swept up by
the eloquence, power, and passion of the ser-
mons. The book’s brevity also prevents one from
getting mired in the raw material.

Chesebrough contends that sermons with
political content were common at that time, and
these are no exception. They accurately express
the concerns and anger of the public. In fact, the
intense hostility towards the whole South int-
mates that President Andrew Johnson’s plans for
Reconstruction were fatally flawed. The sermons
also document “the transformation of Lincoln
from man to myth” (page 110}.

How representative these published sermons
are of the hundreds of others delivered at that
time can be debated, although Chesebrough'’s
diligence in gathering the sources is impressive.
His annotated Bibliography of more than 330
sermons and collections of sermons will delight
researchers for decades to come. How indicative
these sermons are of public opinion will alse be
a source of discussion, but certainly any scholar
of Northern public opinion at the end of the war
should not dare to ignore the important body of
evidence that Chesebrough offers here.

M. PHILIP LUCAS
Cornell College

By LESZEK SzyManskl. New York: Hippocrene Books, 1994. Pp. 316. $24.95,

Casimir Pulaski was born a Polish noble in 1747
and died in an attempt on the British lines at
Savannah, Georgia, in 1779. In Europe, Pulaski
achieved fame for his battles against the Russians
and for an abaortive coup against his Polish king.
As an exile in Paris, he was brought into the
American service by Benjamin Franklin and Silas
Deane. . '

Pulaski participated in the battles of
Brandywine and Germantown. He was given
command of America’s cavalry and later formed
a mixed cavalry-infantry force called a legion.
Author Leszek Szymanski credits Pulaski with
being the Father of the American Cavalry.

This volume is not a conventional biography.
Primarily it is a defense of a Polish national hero



ILLINOIS HISTORICAL JOURNAL

by a Polish American scholar. Rather than a nar-
rative account of Pulaski’s activities in America,
the volume is a collection of letters by and about
Pulaski held together by short threads of com-
mentary. These letters in their stilted eighteenth-
century language become wearisome. Only in
the notes following the text does one get a hrief
biography of Pulaski.

Pulaski was a controversial soldier in part
because of the differences in the backgrounds of
most foreign officers and the suspicious and
sometimes jealous nature of their American
counterparts. This book upholds Pulaski so com-
pletely that the author’s objectivity comes into
question. The text often meanders into interest-
ing but extranecus subjects.
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This volume clearly identifies its sources, and
the author states his attitude towards each. The
book does not contain a standard bibliography,
and the Index curiously does not list George
Washington (whom Pulaski and the author con-
stantly belittle), although Washington is a cen-
tral figure in the study.

Pulaski does not emerge here as a clearly
formed person. The author’s introduction of so
many charges and countercharges of his sub-
ject’s every act leaves this reviewer uncertain
about Pulaski. The hook may appeal to some
specialists, but it is not likely to interest the gen-
eral reader of bicgraphy.

JoHN G. WESTOVER
Tueson, Arizona

On Wisconsin Women: Working for Their Righis from Settlement to Suffrage
By GENEVIEVE G. McBrIDE. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1993. Pp. xxiii, 352. Cloth, $43.

Paper, $19.95.

This welcome volume relates with admirable clar-
ity the story of the American women’s movement
from the perspective of Wisconsin, the first state
to ratify the Nineteenth Amendment and where
seven years earlier, full suffrage went down to
defeat in a referendum, two to one. Genevieve G.
McBride places the campaign for woman suf-
frage in Wisconsin in the larger context of the
“struggle for full participation in the *public
sphere’ by women who worked not only for
woman's rights but also in many other move-
ments,” including temperance, kindergarten
reform, and women's clubs (page xv).

Among the book’s many strengths is the atten-
tion accorded the tactics women reformers
employed in order to publicize and promote
their causes. In discussing Wisconsin's failed
1911-1912 suffrage campaign, for example,
McBride recounts how women adopted such
attention-getting tactics as the “street meeting,”
the “motor tour,” and presentations at state and
county fairs. She also describes the powerful
forces in the legislature, the courts, and the press
that sought to render those tactics ineffective.
Press opposition was especially strong in

Milwaukee. That city's nine dailies and dozens of
weekly newspapers opposed suffrage, as did both
the brewers and the influential German-
American Alliance.

Individual women whose roles McBride exam-
ines include Emma Brown, editor and publisher
of the Wisconsin Chigf, the country’s longest-last-
ing “temperance sheet”; Belle Case La Follette,
the first woman graduate from the University of
Wisconsin Law School, a cofounder of La
Follette’s Magazine, and a leading publicist for the
Progressive movement; Olympia Brown, an offi-
cer of the Wisconsin Woman Suffrage
Association (WWSA), described by McBride as
“one of the most remarkable women of her time,
or since” {page 103); and Theodora Winton
Youmans, whose strategy and tactics as president
of the WWSA beginning in 1913 both helped win
Wisconsin a historic victory and bred resentment
on the part of Olympia Brown and other
Wisconsin suffragists who shared Brown’s dislike
of the “age of organization.”

In the book’s concluding chapter, McBride
takes issue with historian William H. O'Neill’s
suggestion that the Nineteenth Amendment was






