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Lincoln in American Memory

By MERRILL D. PETERSON. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994. Pp. viii, 482. $30.

Here is that rarest of contributions to the
Lincoln literature: a long and eagerly awaited
volume that does not disappoint. Merrill D.
Peterson has produced a highly original, exhaus-
tively researched, expertly organized, and sur-
passingly entertaining book.

Never before has the evolution of Lincoln’s
indelible place in the American consciousness
been more thoroughly explored ar compellingly
presented. Perhaps the only book that approach-
es Peterson’s skill and this book’s scope is the
author's own earlier treatment of The Jefferson
Iinage in the American Mind, but this work is even
richer. It invites and deserves superlatives.

Peterson begins at the beginning—appropri-
ately not with Linceln’s own inspirational rise
from obscurity to fame, but with the assassina-
tion that elevated him overnight to the realm of
national sainthood. Readers may be surprised
that news of Lincoln’s death was at first greeted
with vindictive glee in some quarters, but
Peterson documents how and why bitterness
yvielded to mass mourning in all but the most
hardened quarters. Lincoln's apotheosis is traced
through the streets and churches where he was
mourned, to the histories in which he was deified
and the portraits and monuments in which he
was immortalized.

In the zeal to canonize Lincoln, Peterson
demonstrates, the man was nearly lost to the leg-
end. But the author goes on to trace the slow but
sure emergence of history to supplant folklore,
and as myths yield first to reality and eventually
countermyth and revisionism, Peterson balances
the enormous bulk of evidence defily and sensi-
tively. He never fails to keep Lincoln the man
within the perspective of his own time or to pin-

ILLiNGis HISTORICAL JOURNAL
Vol. 82 (Summer, 1995}

peint subsequent generations’ need to adapt him
to suit theirs.

By Lincoln’s centennial in 1909, Peterson
writes, a Lincoln image had emerged to suit
almost every need and every audience—blacks as
well as whites, conservatives as well as liberals,
Northerners as well as Southerners—with
enocugh Lincoln left over for politicians, collec-
tors, even spiritualists. Peterson never mocks
even the most addleheaded of the hagiogra-
phers, and he treats the anti-Lincoln tradition
with judicious respect. Perhaps the only criticism
one might offer is that more space is not allotted
the ongoing debate over Lincoln’s reputation as
a liberator. Lenore Bennett, Jr., and Vincent
Harding, the earliest African American scholars
to question that image, are briefly discussed, but.
more recent and more widely communicated
views (Professor Barbara Fields’s appearances on
Ken Burns's Civdl War series, for example) that
seek to substitute self-emancipation are touched
on not at all.

What is truly remarkable is that the author
spans a century and a quarter of the Lincoln
image without lapsing once into celebration or
cynicism. In lesser hands, such a detailed
effort—balancing so many disparate voices—
might easily have descended into the realm of
The Book of Lists. In Peterson’s hands it becomes,
instead, a gripping look not only into history but
into the making of history. The result is a won-
derful accomplishment. Scratch any Lincoln
scholar who has read ic, and you will find a
Lincoln scholar who wishes he had written it.

HaroLD HOLZER
Metropolitan Musewm of Art
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Florence Lathrop Page: A Biography
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By PHiLIP ]. FUNIGIELLO. Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1994. Pp. ix, 310. $29.95.

Over the past three decades the concept of the
female sphere has been a major theme in writing
and analyzing women's history. Philip J.
Funigiello employs that concept as the central
focus of his biography of Florence Lathrop Page.
The author examines the experiences of a
woman firmly rooted in the traditions of domes-
ticity, yet whose life events enabled her to expand
the boundaries of her public and personal
sphere. In relating the story of a complex, turn-
of-the-century, upper-class woman, Funigiello's
purpose is also to reveal “the significance and
importance of gender and class in the American
past and the way that the two have influenced the
present and the future” {page vii).

The author’s primary source is the letters of
Florence Page written to family members from
the 1890s until her death in 1921, The letters
were an unidentified part of the collected papers
of her husband, Thomas Nelson Page, United
States ambassador to [taly during World War L
For the early years of Florence Page, from 1858
to the 1890s, which are not covered in her letters,
the author has utilized local and family history
sources as well as a range of secondary sources.

Funigiello traces the family heritage of
Florence Page, beginning in colonial Virginia
and continuing with the economic growth and
intermarriage of the Lathrops and the Fields
among the upper class in Chicago. Her biogra-
pher finds Page conforming to the dictates of
gender roles and social class in her upbringing,
education, and marriages. After the death of her
first husband, Henry Field, the anthor docu-
ments how Page’s inherited wealth gave her an
economic independence enjoyed by few women

of the time. Funigiello describes how Page’s
wealth allowed her the freedom to make deci-
sions about her daughters’ lives, as well as her
own life,

After her marriage 1o Thomas Page, the family
moved to Washington, D.C. Funigiello describes
the Pages’ social circles both in Washington and
at their summer home in York Harbor, Maine. In
their elaborate trips to Europe and North Africa
the author reveals Florence Page’s attitudes
towards other cultures and life-styles, World War
I broke out while Thomas Page served as ambas-
sador o Italy, and the anthor examines the
changes that occurred in Florence Page’s life
and roles. Although she fulfilled the usual social
and ceremonial roles of an ambassador’s wife,
her biographer also chronicles her role in coor-
dinating American relief efforts for both the
1915 earthquake and war relief in Italy.

Funigiello has written a carefully researched
biography that examines in detail the experi-
ences of a little-known upper-class woman. At the
same time he also examines the subtle ways in
which Florence Page conformed to the cult of
domesticity—yet expanded its boundaries—how
she upheld the privileges and prejudices of her
social class, and how she maintained her strong
family ties and values despite social change, dis-
tance, and war. At a time when Victorian man-
ners and morals were gradually giving way to
more contemporary social ideas, Funigiello skill-
fully portrays Florence Page as “a microcosm of
larger questions of gender, class and family in
U.S. social history” (page 242).

VANETTE SCHWARTZ
{linois State University

Into the Old Northwest: Journeys with Charles H. Titus, 1841-1846
Edited by GEORGE P. CLARK. East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 1994. Pp. ix, 184, $27.95,

George P. Clark has brought into publica-
tion this journal of Charles Henry Titus
(1819-1879), an obscure nineteenth-century
Methodist minister. Born into a devout family in
Monmouth, Maine, Titus recorded his experi-

ences and observations about his childhood,
classical and religious training, as well as his
spjourns into the Northwest Territory. His jour-
ney carried him to Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin,
and Indiana, where he attended DePauw
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University. Although written by a nineteenth-cen-
tury traveler, his journal does a great deal to
inform readers about the uncertainties of life,
the frailties of our species, and of early times
when our nation struggled with social ills, educa-
tion, and health care.

Titus was born a sickly child. “The doctor, who
had the honor to be present on that occasion
was inclined to think that I should make no tar-
rying here, in this wicked world; and advised that
they should take no trouble to dress me.” But
Charles Henry, whom his mother described as
“homely,” survived, “and at the age of 4 yrs.
became a smart, healthy child” {page 21). He
matured in a happy home. His mother, evidently
a nurturing woman, and his father, “though not
liberally educated,” provided Titus the structure
and encouragement to pursue knowledge (page
23). But Charles had his moments of self-
loathing. He doubted his ability to teach, but
pursued the opportunity upon the urging of his
wutor. He prepared diligently for the task, hoping
that he would measure up to the challenge. He
held doubts about his salvation, too. He enjoyed
worldly pursuits, as do most children. Yet, he
harbored guift about those pleasures, no doubt
because of instructions that he received from
home regarding theijr sinfulness. By his seven-
teenth birthday, Charles made up his mind to be
a Christian. Afterwards he accepted an earlier
belief that he should become a minister. He then
began his odyssey into Indiana and the rest of
the Old Northwest.
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Titus devoted the bulk of his journal, approxi-
mately ninety pages, to his travels. On his way to
the western frontier, he attended church in New
York and visited museums in Philadelphia.
Traveling by train, he crossed mountains, and
aboard ships and wagon trains, he journeyed
into Kentucky. There is no evidence, however,
that he considered slavery revolting. Only his
observation that an “abolitionist is considered
there worse cthan a eraitor” offers a glimpse into
his recognition of the problem (page 42). His
sentiments regarding Native Americans were not
flattering. He considered them uneducable:
“learn them what you will, and they are Indians
still” {page 90). Nonetheless, Tirus's journal doc-
uments missionary effort to organize schools for
the training of Native Americans.

Readers acquainted with the diary of Salmon
Portland Chase will find many parallels with
Titus's journal. Both men were religious, yet torn
between Christian duty and the social norms of
their day. Both appraised their education nega-
tively, vet, according to their temper and ability,
joined the ranks of educated men who commit-
ted their lives to service. Both invoked the mercy
of divinity, hoping that they would overcome
their personal failings. Both experienced person-
al tragedies and the untimely deaths of relatives.
Journeys with Charles H. Titus is well written and
worthwhile reading.

STEPHEN MIDDLETON
North Carolina State University

The Press Gang: Newspapers and Politics, 1865-1878
By MARE WAHLGREN SUMMERS. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1994, Pp. 405. Clath,

$49.95. Paper, $17.95,

This extremely readable account of the role of
the press as American democracy was redefined
in the wake of the Civil War strengthens the
belief that history does not repeat itself. With
entirely different ideas and goals than those of
the early Republic and those of our own times,
newspapermen—unrestricted by the legacy of
the past and considering themselves the progeni-
tors of a new professional journalism—struggled
with and often succeeded in making public poli-
cy. Mark Wahlgren Summers combines mastery

of source material with lively prose in bringing
vividly to life the journalists and editors who
attempted to influence politicians and public
issues.

Americans developing democracy wished to
know more of what went on behind the scenes in
Washington, sought information on social and
political Reconstruction, and clamored for in-
depth accounts of momentous changes under-
way after 1865. The Press Gang, some of its mem-
bers either in tandem with the ruling class of






