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All Anybody Ever Wanted of Me Was to Worl: The Memoirs of Edith Bradley Rendleman
Edited by JANE ADams, Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1996. Pp. xvi, 213, Cloth, $39.95,

Paper, $19.95.

Born in 1893, Edith Bradley Rendleman was one
of the major sources for Jane Adams’s impressive
Transformation of Rural Life, a 1994 study of the
evolution of Union County, Illinois, from 1890 to
1990. Now Adams favors us with the publication
of Rendleman’s remarkable autobiography.

Adams’s outstanding Introduction acquaints
the reader with Union County, particularly stress-
ing its settlement, institutions, economy, and cul-
ture. This provides the necessary context for
Rendleman’s more personal story of living there,

One can learn much from Rendleman’s account
of rural life over the past century. The impor-
tance of neighbors and kin in diminishing risk and
providing support comes through clearly here, as
does the nature of the school and other institutions.
The material conditions of life, especially in the
years prior to rural electrification, are effectively
and graphically conveyed, and Rendleman is an
acute observer of gender relations.

1 especially recommend Al Anybody Ever
Wanted of Me Was to Work to those who maintain a

nostalgic image of traditional rural living. There
is little romance left in such enterprises as wash-
ing, cooking, maintaining fires, canning, slaugh-
tering hogs, gardening, and raising pouliry when
Rendleman gets through with them. Feminist
scholars who believe that rural women enjoyed
power and independence should also study this
book carefully. Rendleman and the other women
in these pages were at the mercy of men who
were insensitive and penurious at best and brutal
and cruel at worst. I suspect their situation was
more typical than not.

The major shortcorning of this volume is that it
is filled with kin who are hard to keep straight,
despite appendices detailing various family trees.
Readers who do not get hung up in the branches
will find much of value here, however, and they
will thank Adams for sharing Rendleman’s life
with a larger world.

Davip B. DANBOM
North Daketa State University

Writing Out My Heart: Selections from the Journal of Frances E. Willard, 1855-96
Edited by CaroLYN DE SwARTE GIFFORD. Urbana: University of Iilinois Press, 1995. Pp. xxvii, 474. $29.95.

Carolyn De Swarte Gifford has given us a model
work in this edition of selections from the jour-
nals of Frances Elizabeth Caroline Willard, long-
time president of the Woman's Christian
Temperance Union and nineteenth-century
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women’s leader. The journals themselves are a
fairly recent find, discovered in 1982 in an out-of-
the-way cupboard in the Frances E. Willard Mem-
orial Library at the National Woman's Christian
Temperance Union headquarters in Evanston,
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Ilineis. Long thought by scholars to have been
destroyed, the journals constitute a new source
on the life of Willard. Gifford gives a highly
selected editicn—less than one-tenth of the origi-
nal volumes—but her selections serve as a rich
source into what Willard herself referred to as
her “outside” and “inside life” (page 1).

The bulk of the journals chronicle the period
1859-1870 as Willard completed her formal edu-
cation, embarked on a teaching career, and took
a grand tour of Euwrope and the Holy Land with a
friend. The last entries come from the period
1898-1896, long after she had achieved national
prominence and as she struggled with her final
illness. Together, they give a picture of her forma-
tive young adult years and her busy but physically
burdensome last vears.

In lucid, concise general and section introduc-
tions, Gifford presents summaries of the journals
and places Willard in historical context. The
General Introduction gives a brief overview of
the journals, a biographical sketch of Willard, an
argument for seeing her as both a representative

Why the Civil War Came

WINTER 1996

and unique individual of her time, and a discus-
sion of themes that recur in the journals. These
themes concern the development of character,
friendships of women, and redefinitions of home
and family. Willard records her religious strug-
gles and her etforts at building character. She
ageonizes over conflicting emotions about roman-
tic love as she finally chooses a woman-centered
life both personally as well as professionally. She
mourns over the deaths of her sister Mary and
her father. Her grief over her mother’s death is
the impetus for resuming her journal in 1893,
Willard also uses the journals to recall her delight
in her family, friends, work, and travels.

Copious notes by the editor identify most of
the names and quotations in the text. An excel-
lent index to the content of the journals and the
notes makes this volume a useful reference
guide, especially to people in late-nineteenth-cen-
tury Evanston and Chicago, and it provides a fas-
cinating look into the life of Frances Willard.

SanDra D. HaRMON
Tilinois State University

Edited by Garor §. BorITT. New York: Oxford University Press, 1996, Pp. xvii, 253. $25.

Why the Civil War Came is a collection of essays by
seven scholars who lectured at the Civil War
Institute at Gettysbhurg College. The volume is an
addition to the lengthening list of books in the
Gettysburg Civil War Institute Books series. Each
of the contributors examines the coming of the
war from an individual perspective. Gabor S.
Boritt's own contribution (in addition to the Intro-
duction} argues that Abraham Lincoln’s “cardi-
nal sin” was that he was in many ways personally
responsible for causing the war. Glenna Mathews
contends that “public women™ in the North
helped precipitate war, most especially through
their lectures and writings. David Bright sees slav-
ery and the situation of African Americans as the
ultimate cause of the conflict. William Gienapp’s
essay views the war as a product of the natien’s
democratic political system. Both sides went to

war to save democracy. William Freehling com-
pares the abolition of slavery in Latin America
with abolition in the United States, and he finds
that only in this country did the end of slavery
come as a consequence of battlefield victory.
Mark Summers regards the war as a product of
Northern political conservatism—a determina-
tion to defend the flag and preserve the Union.
In the last essay, Charles Royster speculates that
for the North the coming of the war was a relief,
an end to uncertainty, unbearable tension, and
an overwhelming sense that this was a war that
had to be fought.

Singularly absent from these ruminations are
arguments from Marxism, modernization theory,
environmental determinism, class struggle, or
teleclogy. This is old-fashioned history and
refreshing for it. Taken together these essays
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remind the reader of the celebrated description
of an elephant by a group of blind men, each
feeling a different part of the animal. In a 1960
article in the South Atlantic Quarterly, David
Herbert Donald suggested that historians were
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tailing to come up with fresh interpretations of

causation for the Civil War. Why the Civil War
Came shows that they are still trying.

WiLLiaM L. BURTON

Western Hlinots Untversity

Caiching Babies: The Professionalization of Childbirth, 1870-1920
Bv CHARLOTTE G. BORST. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1995, Pp. xi, 254. $39.95.

Charlotte G, Borst analyzes the education and
child-birthing practices of birth attendants,
including midwives, regular physicians, and
obstetrician-gynecologists. Focusing on four
Wisconsin counties from 1870 to 1920, Borst
examines rural and urban residents from various
ethnic groups and social classes. She expertly
cembines quantitative statistical analysis and his-
torical demography with rich secondary and pri-
mary data. This community study is weakened,
however, by the near exclusion of such working-
class and ethnic sources as foreign language
newspapers and personal letters.

Borst argues that by 1920 midwives had been
supplanted by physicians as birth attendanes due
to a “crisis of professionalization” endemic to
midwifery {page 191n). Whether midwives were
self-taught, apprentice trained, or formally
schooled, the social characteristics of midwives and
the way in which they plied their craft remained
unchanged through 1930, when midwifery virtu-
ally ceased to exist as an occupation. Midwives
served their own ethnic community within pro-
scribed geographic limits. Primarily middle-aged
married women with young children, most mid-
wives were working-class immigrants who prac-
ticed on a paretime basis. Their earnings supple-
mented their husband’s income, similar in this
respect to buttermaking, keeping boarders, or
other distinctly female occupations. Further, they
claimed no exclusive body of information distin-
guishing them from other birth attendants.
Midwives performed a traditional gender role
associated with the good neighbor, rather than
exhibiting the specialized knowledge characteris-
tic of professionals. Nor did midwives control the

credentialing of their occupation. Midwifery
schools enwrusted that power to physicians in an
etfort to gain prestige for the schools and their
graduates. Thus, midwifery remained a craft,
while the professionalization of childbirth took
place among physicians.

Physicians, mostly males, capitalized on
women's presumption that physicians’ knowledge
of empirical science would enable them o
relieve the suffering and lower the high mortality
rates associated with birth. Like the midwife, the
general practitioner at childbed was usually of
the patient’s own neighborhood and ethnicity.
Those physicians were high-status individuals by
virtue of their hourgeois family backgrounds,
their medical training, and their social and politi-
cal leadership positions in the community. By
1900 physicians delivered half of the babies born
to white women.

Ironically. the nineteenth-century physician’s
actual knowledge of obstetrics and gynecology
was very limited and often less than that of many
midwives. During the early twentieth century,
medical school reformers increasingly demanded
more training in obstetrics and gynecology for
physicians, eventually contributing to the devel-
opment of obstetricsgynecology as a specialized
field. By 1930 those new medical specialists—usu-
ally American-born white males—delivered most
white babies. Although Borst persuasively argues
that physicians had not suborned to eliminate
midwives from the birthing room, she does not
effectively address reasons for the near total
ahsence of female physicians as birth attendants,

SHIRLEY J. PORTWOOD
Southern Hlinois University at Edwardsville






