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"It has been sometimes said, with much truth, that the grade of 
civilization in a nation may be measured by the position which it 

accords to woman: a stricter test is the degree of estimation in 
which labor is held there." 

Robert Dale Owen, The Wrong of Slavery 

"Without domestic revolution, without war or bloodshed, 
nay without prematurely disturbing any thing that exists" man 
could implement a "system of happiness" for all people.1 Writing 
in the early nineteenth century, Robert Owen (1771-1858) 
articulated this idea in reference to the problems associated with 
industrialization in Britain. Owen considered the pursuit of 
happiness essential to all people, a premise most American 
industrialists overlooked in their persistent pursuit of profits. In 
nineteenth-century America, two Illinois capitalists attempted to 
combine the pursuit of profit with the means of happiness for their 
workers. 

First in Europe, and then in the United States, the 
enterprises of inventive capitalists touched every facet of life. 
Industrialists on both sides of the Atlantic came to believe that their 
own enrichment would bring the greatest good to the greatest 
number.2 Economic and social systems adapted to meet the needs 
of industry, and workers changed their lifestyles to procure work. 
Unfortunately, the economic, political, and social systems that 
accommodated industry frequently discomfited labor. Reformers 
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