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Avery Brundage is known as the developer of the modern 
Olympics movement. He competed in the Stockholm Olympics of 
1912, joined the International Olympics Committee in 1936, and served 
as president of the I.O.C. from 1952 to 1972. World War II caused the 
cancellation of the games in 1940 and 1944. Brundage and Sigfrid 
Edstrom of Sweden reorganized the postwar I.O.C, extended a 
Eurocentric movement to Asia and Africa, and marketed an interna­
tional sports spectacular to television viewers throughout the world.1 

The idealistic supranational basis for the Olympics required a 
substantial investment of Brundage's time and money. "Converted" 
to Olympism in 1912, his fortune was based on his success as a 
Chicago building contractor between 1916 and 1930 and an equally 
successful shift to property investments in the 1930s. He was not as 
well known as fellow-Chicagoans Al Capone, Robert R. McCormick, 
Bill Thompson and Ed Kelly, but his business career reflected the eco­
nomic strength of the city and enabled him to lead a global sports 
movement. 

The Charles Brundage family moved from Detroit to Chicago 
in 1892. The head of the household was a building contractor and 
Chicago was erecting monumental structures for the World's 
Columbian Exposition. Six year old Avery Brundage was impressed 
by the Exposition's "handsome buildings" and "splashing fountains." 
The father soon left the family and Avery lived with his mother, 
Minnie, and younger brother, Chester, at 5560 Shields Avenue on the 
South Side of Chicago. Avery delivered newspapers. His mother 
worked as a clerk in the Loop and he attended the English and 
Manual Training High School on Clinton Street. Upon his graduation, 
the family moved to 3526 Evanston Avenue on the North Side. In 
1914, they moved to 846 Bradley Place near Wrigley Field.2 

At an early age, Brundage had career goals in mind. 
Graduating from high school at seventeen, he entered the University 
of Illinois in the fall of 1905. After his freshman year, he spent the 
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