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The kingdom of God is at the defiance of
all earthly laws and yet breaks none.
- Joseph Smith, April 6, 1844 '

Resolved . . . that we . . . discountenance
every attempt to unite church and state;
and that we further believe the effort now
being made by Joseph Smith for political
power and influence is not commendable in
the sight of God.

Resolved . . . that while we disapprobate
malicious persecutions and prosecutions,
we hold that all church members are alike
amenable to the laws of the land: and that
we further discountenance any chicanery
to screen them from the just demands of
the same.
- Nauvoo Expositor, June 7, 1844 °

One of the most intriguing movements that sprang from the
religious fervor of early nineteenth century America was the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, better known as the Mormons.
Throughout its existence, the Mormon church has distinguished
itself as one of the fastest growing religious denominations in the
United States. That phenomenon was all the more surprising since in
many ways the Mormon church represented a radical departure from
both mainstream American culture and orthodox Christianity, while

at the same time remaining a continuation and adjustment of that
Culture and faith.
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