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Making the Heartland Quilt is destined to be a book that Illinois
historians consult so often that the pages grow ragged from use.
Douglas K. Meyer, a professor of geography at Southern Illinois
University, has given us a prodigious amount of information about
the evolution of the population of Illinois.

Anyone who has lived in Illinois is aware of what Meyer calls
the “midwestern dichotomies: northern versus southern; native-born
versus foreign-born; rural versus urban; agriculture versus manufac-
turing.” Many of us thought we had that all figured out. We thought
southerners migrated to southern Illinois, people from Pennsylvania,
Ohio, etc. populated the middle part of the state, and the northern
counties, particularly Cook, were settled mostly by foreign immi-
grants. The real story is a lot more complicated.

It's as complicated as the fact that despite those dichotomies
Ilinois was a true melting pot, the result of which was a distinctive
midwestern character. In looking at the maps in this book the reason
becomes clear. Although some people settled in clusters, very few
(most notably religious communities} were actually isolated from
other populations.

For example, southerners, the first native-born immigrants to
populate Illinois, did come to the southern part of the state and a
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