
Contributors 

Roger Biles is Professor of History at East Carolina 
University. He is the author of Richard J. Daley: Politics, Race, and the 
Governing of Chicago (DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press, 
1995) and the co-editor of From Tenements to the Taylor Homes: In 
Search of an Urban Housing Policy in Twentieth-Century America 
(University Park: Penn State University Press, 2000). He is also a 
member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of the Illinois State 
Historical Society. 

D. Bradford Hunt completed his Ph.D. in history from the 
University of California at Berkeley in December, 2000. His disserta­
tion is entitled "What Went Wrong With Public Housing in Chicago? 
A History of the Chicago Housing Authority, 1933-1982." He is cur­
rently a Research Associate for the Encyclopedia of Chicago History and 
an Instructor in History at Roosevelt University. 

Raymond A. Mohl is Professor of History and Chairman of 
the Department at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. A spe­
cialist in modern U.S. urban history, he is the author, editor, or co-edi­
tor of ten books, including The New City (1985), Urban Policy in 
Twentieth-Century America (1993), and The New African-American 
Urban History (1996). He was the founding editor of the Journal of 
Urban History in 1974 and served as president of the Urban History 
Association in 1997-1998. He has held Fulbright lectureships at Tel 
Aviv University, the University of Western Australia, and the 
University of Gottingen, as well as research fellowships from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities and the American Council 
of Learned Societies. He is currently working on two books: a study 
of the impact of interstate highways on the cities, and a history of 
race relations in Miami, Florida. 

Wendy Plotkin received her Ph.D. from the University of 
Illinois at Chicago in 1999 with a dissertation entitled "Deeds of 
Mistrust: Race, Housing, and Restrictive Covenants in Chicago, 
1900-1953." Her earlier work includes articles on rent control in 
Chicago in the World War II era and an analysis of non-profit hous­
ing development in Boston from the 1960s through the 1980s. She is 
the founder and editor of H-Urban, the H-Net scholarly Internet 
forum on urban history, and Project Coordinator for "In the Vicinity 

6 



of Hull House and the Maxwell Street Market," a historical project of 
the University of Illinois at Chicago. 

Barbara M. Posadas is Professor of History at Northern 
Illinois University and Immediate Past President of the Illinois State 
Historical Society. A specialist in U.S. immigration and ethnic history, 
she is the author of The Filipino Americans (1999) and articles on 
Chicago's Filipino American community and on 19 -century 
Chicago suburbanization. She has held a Fulbright research appoint­
ment at the Asia Center of the University of the Philippines, and is a 
member of the editorial boards of Amerasia, the Journal of American 
Ethnic History, the Journal of Women's History, and the Journal of the 
Illinois State Historical Society. She served as a member of the 
Organization of American Historians' Committee on the Status of 
Minority History and Minority Historians from 1996-1999, chaired 
that committee in 1998, and has been a director of the Urban History 
Association. Professor Posadas is currently a director of the 
Immigration and Ethnic History Society and a member of the 
Organization of American Historians' 2002 Merle Curti Award 
Committee in American Social History. With Roland L. Guyotte, she 
was awarded the Society's Harry E. Pratt Memorial Award in 1992 for 
the year's best article in the Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society. 

Amanda Irene Seligman is Assistant Professor of History at 
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. She is also Associate 
Director of UWM's Center for Economic Development, and teaches 
in the Urban Studies Programs. She is currently completing a book 
manuscript about racial change and public policy on Chicago's West 
Side in the decades after World War II. 

Covers 

Front Cover: Demolition of 5001 S. Federal Street, one of 28 
high-rise buildings comprising the Robert Taylor Homes on 
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