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How do you examine the relationship between local events ang
trends and national events and trends? How do you turn local history intg
public history? In other words, how do you make sense of your neighbor-
hood’s, town’s, or city’s past, and how do you convey what you have
learned to a broad audience? The Nearby History Series has been helping
researchers grapple with these questions and others for nearly twenty years,

The first edition of Nearby History, published in 1982, served as an
introduction to local history, geared toward individuals interested in
researching the people, places, and events “close at hand” (x). It included an
overview of the importance of studying local history, suggested the types of
sources to consult, and recommended methods of analysis that could help
connect the local to regional, national, or even international trends. A
series—the Nearby History series—developed with five installments pub-
lished by the American Association for State and Local History {AASLH)
between 1986 and 1990 and still in print: Ronald Butchart, Local Schools;
Barbara Howe, et. al., Houses and Homes; Gerald Danzer, Public Pilaces; James
F. Wind, Places of Worship; and K. Austin Kerr, et. al., Local Businesses. Each
book followed the format established in Nearby History. Each started with
the importance of studying the topic, continued with suggestions for defin-
ing the project, explained where to find sources specific to the topic,
described the types of sources to consult (primary and secondary materials
as well as oral, photographic, and artifactual evidence), and concluded with
a discussion of how to interpret the evidence and how to use it to produce
articles, exhibits, and even audio-visual presentations. Well-chosen exam-
ples helped readers see how others used evidence, and bibliographic essay®
of suggested readings led readers to other sources. This consistency in the
Nearby History series made it easy for untrained historians to quickly leart
how to accomplish what they wanted to do without being overwhelmed by
the process. The series as a whole has been valuable in demonstrating how
local historians can place narrow topics into the broader historical context,
that is, into the concentric or overlapping circles that Kyvig and Marty dis-
cuss in the introductory volume. The books point amateur local historian®
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