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Never Anything So Solemn: An Archaeological, Biological, and Historicgl
Investigation of the Nineteenth-Century Grafton Cemetery. Edited by Jane
E. Buikstra, Jodie A. O'Gorman, and Cynthia Sutton. (Kampsville, Illinois;
Kampsville Studies in Archaeology and History No. 3, Center for American
Archaeology, 2000. Pp. xiv, 277. Tables, Iilus.,, Appendices, Bibliography.
Paper, $20.00.)

Historical archaeology is a way of knowing the past. It is an inter-
disciplinary field of inquiry that stands upon a distinct set of theoretical and
methodological approaches, and that utilizes both documentary and archae-
ological sources. Archaeological evidence can interrogate the written
record, and the latter can create social and cultural context for the former.
Never Anything Se Solemn by Jane E. Buikstra et al. is an example of histori-
cal archaeology at its finest. Buikstra was the principle investigator for the
project, Dr. Jodie O'Gorman (Michigan State University) the project director,
and Daniel Goatley and Dr. Joseph F. Powell the field directors. The work
applies the method and theory of archaeology, biology, and history to the
study of the original cemetery at Grafton, Illinois, which served the com-
munity from circa 1834 to 1873. Never Anything So Solemn is the first detailed
account of a cemetery excavation of a middle-class population in nine-
teenth-century North America. Most of the historic cemeteries previously
excavated in the United States were associated with poorhouses, institu-
tions, or African American communities.

Opportunities to systematically excavate cemeteries are rare and usu-
ally only occur under salvage conditions involving the relocation of graves.
Such was precisely the case with the Grafton cemetery. The devastation
wrought at Grafton by the "Great Flood of 1993" (the town was also flooded
in 1844 and 1943) prompted the citizens of Grafton to relocate the community
from its perilous position on the floodplain to the higher ground on the crest
of the adjoining bluff. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
sponsored the Grafting Relocation Project, requiring that a cultural resource
evaluation first be made of the proposed relocation area-the site of the origi-
nal Grafton cemetery. Archaeological investigations were conducted in the
area in 1994 in compliance with Section 106 of the amended National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966. It was then that the location of the original Grafton
cemetery was rediscovered and excavations conducted under contract with
the City of Grafton. The excavations were sponsored by the Illinois
Department of Commerce and Community Affairs and supported by FEMA.

The relocation of the cemetery presented the investigators with an
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