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On Wednesday, 7 February 1844, the Whig-friendly Warsaw Message
published on the front page of its last issue a satirical poem critical of
Mormon prophet Joseph Smith, entitled “BUCKEYE’S LAMENTATION FOR
WANT OF MORE WIVES.” Operating on the western border of central Illinois,
along the banks of the Mississippi River some twelve miles south of
Nauvoo, the bustling headquarters of Smith's Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (LDS), the Message routinely tweaked the noses of the LDS
faithful. As Thomas Gregg, the paper’s thirty-five-year-old editor,
explained, “THE POEM In another part of this sheet, comes to us post
marked ‘Nauvoo.” It is not perfect in versification, but contains some hits at
the Prophet, his Apostles, and their practices, which most readers will
understand.”* Increasingly besieged by critics and renegades, the charis-
matic Smith learned later that day of the thirteen-stanza, 104-line poem and,
according to his official History, immediately dismissed it as “a piece of
doggerel ... evidently the production of Wilson Law [a Mormon dissident],
and breathing a very foul and malicious spirit.”

A veteran journalist, the feisty Gregg represented a growing
number of Illincisans who were becoming increasingly leery of the
Mormons’ political and theocratic hegemony.® Less than five months earli-
er, in late September 1843, Gregg had editorialized that while he despised
“the whole system of Mormonism,” he nonetheless urged nonviolence: “Let
it suffice for the present to say that our remedy must be a peaceable one—a
remedy that will not interfere with the Majesty and Supremacy of the Law!
We can advocate no measure of redress that does not carry along with it the
doctrine of Obedience to the Laws, from the beginning to the end.”

Two months after its appearance, “Buckeye’s Lamentation” togeth-
er with a longer, but equally cheeky companion poem entitled “The
Buckey's [sic] First Epistle to Jo,” ran on pages 3 and 1, respectively, of the
successor to the Message, the Warsaw Signal, edited by twenty-five-year-old
Thomas C. Sharp. (Sharp’s Signal was actually the forerunner of the Message.
He had sold the paper to Gregg, who renamed it, operated it for several
years, then sold it back to Sharp.) Like Gregg, Sharp opposed Mormonism;
unlike Gregg, he would eventually advocate its vielent overthrow. “War
and extermination is inevitable!” he would thunder against the hapless
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