
Contributors 

Walter L. Brieschke worked at Menard Correctional Center as a 
Correctional Counselor from 1984 until his retirement in 2002. His 
additional duties at Menard included writing historical articles for the 
History Office of the Illinois Department of Corrections and consulting with 
the various divisions of the Illinois prison system on preserving and 
presenting their history. He holds a M.A. from Southern Illinois University 
at Carbondale and a B.A. from Northeastern Illinois University in Chicago. 
He has written and published on local history, Germanic genealogy, and the 
archaeology of Southern Illinois. He is currently working on several 
research projects dealing with Illinois prisons and North German local 
history and genealogy. 

Judson L. Jeffries is Associate Professor of Political Science and 
American Studies at Purdue University. He earned a Ph.D. at the University 
of Southern California in 1997. He has held fellowships and teaching posts 
at Harvard University, Indiana University, and Morehouse College. He has 
authored three books: Virginia's Native Son: The Election of Governor L. 
Douglas Wilder (2000); Huey P. Newton, The Radical Theorist (2002), and Urban 
America and its Police with Harlan Hahn (2003). He is also a volunteer at the 
Lafayette Adult Resource Academy where he helps young adults earn their 
high school diplomas and GEDs. 

Jeffrey Koerber is a Senior Architect at Wiss, Janney, Elstner 
Associates, Inc. in Chicago, Illinois, where he specializes in the preservation 
and documentation of historic structures. His article (with Walter L 
Brieschke) is the result of his experience performing the Illinois Historic 
American Buildings Survey (Illinois HABS) documentation of Menard 
Correctional Center. He has also supervised the Illinois HABS documenta­
tion of Choate Mental Health and Developmental Center in Anna, Lincoln 
Developmental Center, Pontiac Correctional Center, and Stateville 
Correctional Center. He was the recipient of the 1999-2000 Francis J. Plym 
Traveling Fellowship from the University of Illinois School of Architecture, 
where he received the B.A. and M.A. degrees. The subject of his Plym 
Fellowship study, researched over a four month period in six European 
countries, was the conservation and interpretation of sites and memorials 
related to the Holocaust and Nazi oppression. Among his recent projects in 
Illinois are a historical and architectural survey of remaining farmsteads in 
northern Will County and the preservation of the Old McLean County 
Courthouse in Bloomington. 
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Joseph R. Nightingale retired from American Airlines in 1981 as 
Director of Services Training and of the American Airlines Learning Center 
in Ft. Worth, Texas. Born in Urbana, Illinois, he grew up in Springfield, 
where his parents encouraged an early interest in Lincoln, and at present 
resides in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area. His article on Lincoln's biographer 
Joseph H. Barrett is his second to appear in the Journal of the Illinois State 
Historical Society. 

Derek Vaillant is Assistant Professor of Communication Studies 
and a Faculty Associate in the Program in American Culture at the 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. His new book. Sounds of Reform: 
Progressivism and Music in Chicago, 1873-1935, published by the University of 
North Carolina Press, analyzes the culture of musical progressivism by 
activists in turn-of-the-century Chicago to promote civic engagement and 
reform via musical outreach to immigrant, ethnic, and working-class urban 
residents. Vaillant has also published work on the cultural history of radio 
in American Quarterly and the Radio Reader. He holds a Ph.D. in urban social 
and cultural history from the University of Chicago. 

Covers 

The covers of this issue is a photograph of convicts in "lock step," 
about 1909, at the Illinois State Penitentiary at Menard. It accompanies the 
article on the prison by Jeffrey Koerber and Walter L. Brieschke and appears 
courtesy of the Walter L. Brieschke collection. 
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