
Contributors 

Donald L. Hastings, Jr. is President of the Lewis and Clark Society 
of America, Inc. Hastings writes a history column for the society's 
newsletter, which addresses the preparatory phase of the expedition and its 
activities in Illinois, particularly at Camp River Dubois. On behalf of the 
society, he was involved in the planning of the new Lewis and Clark State 
Historic Site, Hartford, Illinois, including its site, storyline and exhibit 
design. For about seven years Hastings has independently researched the 
preparatory phase of the expedition and Illinois's applicable pre-statehood 
history. Beyond the expedition's primary and secondary information, this 
research has included study of early residents who made contributions, 
land/official documents, early map studies, and expedition encampment 
locations. 

Michael Tow is lifelong resident of Vergennes, Illinois, and a May 
2004 graduate of Southern Illinois University Carbondale. After receiving 
his bachelor's degree in history education, he will return to SIUC in August 
to begin graduate studies in American History. Other publications include 
"Samuel H. Dalton: Mississippi Slave, Union Sailor, Murphysboro Citizen," 
which was published by Southern Illinois University's Legacy in 2003, and 
"Jackson County Vignettes," a series of articles featuring little-known his­
tory of Jackson County. From October 2002 through May 2003 he served as 
an assistant editor for the Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society. 

Stephen Kerber is an associate professor and serves as the 
University Archivist and Special Collections Librarian, Lovejoy Library, 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. He received his Ph.D. in United 
States history from the University of Florida, Gainesville, and his M.S. in 
library and information science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. 

Covers 

The cover of this issue is the painting "Lewis and Clark: The 
Departure from the Wood River Encampment, May 14, 1804," by Gary R. 
Lucy. Courtesy of the Gary R. Lucy Gallery, Inc., Washington, MO -
www.garylucy.com. It accompanies the article on the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition by Donald L. Hastings, Jr. 
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