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Contemporarily, when discussing the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
1803-06, some assert that La Charrette was an early, first-encampment 
objective for the winter of 1803-04. From the historical perspective of the 
Eastern intelligencia assessing the likely water route to the Western Sea, La 
Charrette village was the westernmost European-descent settlement on the 
Missouri River in 1803. At that time, it was located approximately 45 linear 
miles west of St. Louis on the northern bank of the Missouri River at Charrette 
Creek in Spanish Upper Louisiana—an area also known as Spanish Illinois.1 

Its site was long ago consumed by the shifting Missouri River.2 

The present study addresses the question of the La Charrette area 
(creek, village and environs north and south of the Missouri River) as an 
expeditionary first-encampment objective. It has utilized the applicable 
journal entries and letters of Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, 
including an important letter from Clark only recently published.3 

No primary source could be identified that specifically mentioned 
La Charrette (by name) as an early encampment objective. However, the La 
Charrette area was the probable first-winter initial objective for Lewis and 
Clark (as opposed to Jefferson and Lewis), as the following record and 
analysis will demonstrate. 

1803: Lewis's estimate of expenses. Presumably at President Thomas 
Jefferson's request, his secretary, Capt. Meriwether Lewis, developed a con­
servative estimate of the proposed expedition's projected expenses.4 This 
estimate is the earliest expedition-planning document developed by Lewis 
that has been discovered. The editor of the Expedition's letters, historian 
Donald Jackson, published it in the Letters of the Lewis and Clark Expedition: 
with related documents, 1783-1854. Included in Lewis's estimate was the 
following item: 

In silver coin to defray the expences of the party from 
Nashville to the last white settlement on the Missisourie. ... 
[$]100.5 

In 1803 La Charrette was "the last white settlement on the 
Missisourie." Per this estimate, Lewis's (and therefore Jefferson's) earliest 
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