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It is my policy not to respond to reviews of my books, whether 
favorable or unfavorable. I must, however, offer a reply to some of the 
assertions, falsehoods, and defamatory statements, in Victoria Bissell 
Brown's "review" of my book, Jane Addams and the Dream of American 
Democracy (See Victoria Bissell Brown, Review of Democracy and Social 
Ethics, by Jane Addams, introduction by Charlene Haddock Seigfried, 
2002; The Long Road of Woman's Memory, by Jane Addams, introduction 
by Charlene Haddock Seigfried, 2002; Jane Addams and the Dream of 
American Democracy, by Jean Bethke Elshtain, 2002; The Jane Addams 
Reader, edited by Jean Bethke Elshtain, 2002; The Selected Papers of Jane 
Addams, Volume I: Preparing to Lead, 1860-81, edited by Mary Lynn 
McCree Bryan, Barbara Bair, and Maree de Angury, 2003; Journal of the 
Illinois State Historical Society 96 [Spring 200]: 101-9.) I put "review" in 
quotes because Brown's effort is an exercise in parti pris written by one 
who clearly believes that there is only one way to interpret the life of a 
great historic figure-her own-and that other interpretations must be 
blasted out of the water through any method, fair or foul. Mostly foul, as 
it turns out. Before I go to the bill of particulars, I should note that it is 
usually the policy of book review editors to demur on assigning a review 
to an author with a competing project. Even as my own book was being 
published, I heard from a number of distinguished women scholars in 
American history that Brown was "shopping her manuscript" on Jane 
Addams around. This, clearly, sets up a potential conflict of interest. 1 
know that when The New York Times Book Review asks me to review a text, 
they pose a series of pointed questions designed to ferret out such 
conflicts. But this is really the least of it. 

To begin, then, there is a lot of "gasping" going on in Brown s 
"review." She writes that I brought an "audible" gasp to an audience 
when I did not locate Addams securely in the context of pragmatism, 
Brown claims. As well, "gasps" from an "array of scholars" greeted my 
book. (Brown, 105) Before you know it, people will be swooning at the 
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